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DIGEST: Jtaployas, whose aew duty station wes only
29 idles from his old duty utatioa, was
unable to occupy his mobile home for 5 day.
after Its arrival boease$ electricity vsq
not conncted, may be reimbursed for
tmnporary quarters expenses. Paragraph
Z-5.2h of TR which Unuits temporary
quarters expenses to tOun of arrival of
brusehcld goodu where move Is short
diut. ce, to not bar, since uninbab-
Itabillty of mobile howe is equivalent
to nonstriva l of household godr.

This netter is In respenmo to a requait for an advance
deciuana dated Nove.4ar 2, 1976, frou r. Orrnt C. lluet, an
authorized cortifying officer of the Departmant of Aguiculturei,
concecning the authorIty for raliburolng Mr. Ronald 0. flote
for temporary quartere% expended Incurrad at the time of hie
transfer.

Unadr'thJ euthoriiLt ok AD-202, Tri'iel Authorixation No. 1647027,
dated August 1?, 1975,1$r. Dagle, a District Conservationist with
the Soil Conservation Service, was tra.afarred from Mandiester to
5racy City, Tennessee, . distance of only,29 miles. In lifu of
moving household goades, Mr. ;ogl wtn authorized trinsportation of
his wobile home to be uucid an a peranant'rcsidence. The travl
suthorinatiou authorized tosporary quartura for 30 days. The
mobile home arrived at }Ir, Logli's gnw-duty station on Wednwsdayj
October 15, 1973, and be began to prepare it for o6cnpancy. Before
the clectricity could be conndtad, lt Ibegae. to rain and continued
to rain for the remaindc:r of the week. Despite repeated requests
from Mr, Bogle, the pee to-pany did not require its employeea
to connect the electricity beceauue the applicabl uniaon contract
stated that theb eployiea did aot have to work on the power lines
In bad weather unloea it was an emergency. Mr. DJagle and his wife
obtained temporary quarters at a natal until the electricity was
coauected on Roudayp October 20, 1975.
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Hr. Bogle has submitted a claim for the tuwperary quirt:a. *nd
*ubsimtence erasaea incurred ,hile occupying the motel room. The
curtitying officer queutions whether or not payment eran be made In
light of pare. 2-3,2h of the Pet djk Travel Rspulstioan, PiFM 101-7
(Play 1973), which provide. that:

,'iAlowance when ahort distence transfer io
involved. An enployee or members of hi. Isediate
family shall not be eligible for t-eporary quarter.
expenseN whan the dictanco between the new official
utetion and old residence ia not more thin 40 uilca
greater than the distance between the old residance
and the old official station, axcapt that the
expeasoe of temporary quarter. are allowable for
the pariod daring i-hich the empioyee in awaiting
the arrival of hia 1houaehold goCda *hipped from the
old to the net resident;, provided that u'. of
ruch quarters in bLigt not later than the uaxfrann
tie. fnr beginnang ullavrble travel and trans-
portation. All naaibve'lents shalt be made according
to map duteance &larv a .sfly traviled routA."

Sinte the tintanee involved IF 1I-a nhan 40 ellas, end Mr. Bogle'n
trailer arrived prior to his becuplsncy of ttmpG3rPry quart-er, the
cartifying nfficer questions the authority for thit TRaYnet.

The justifictilon for this I5Mitation wouidiaeem to ba:that
because of the short diataneQ involved, the emplo7em should be able
to ralce all the necesmary trrwen~efnts foi a permanent reuidetca
prior to the arrival of him household gooda. Therefore, as soon
as the household goods arrive, be can occupy and usc his new per-
tanent rraidence. Here, 'Hr. Bogle, through no fault of his own,
was prevented from using his mobile hone even ttgupht it had arrivad.
The situation i. analogous to that found in U-166217, Auruft 18,
1976, where the etployna who war subject to the Mine alort dintance
1tiWtation. was prevented frem noviia Into Covernment-ownei quarters
because they were being repainted. We alloed reivbursement there.
Sinflnrly, we belleve that nince the mobtle hone was uninhabitablm,
during the period in questioa, it may be treated as if it had not
arrived, and lir. Bogle may be releburmed for his temporary quarters
expenses.
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Accerdlingly, tite vouher my be certi-.1 rfor payimnt If
otherwsue prier,

WWou 1 Comptroller General
of the United States




